	Ferdinand Hunt is a quintessential example of many of the people buried in the NCCH/Farnhurst Potter’s Field.  He died on February 18, 1895. There is almost no information about him, other than that he was either 60 or 70 years of age, African American, supposedly widowed, and worked as a laborer.  He appears in no census records.  He appears in newspapers articles only twice – once in 1881 being charged with being drunk and disorderly, and also for carrying a concealed weapon, and ten years later in 1891 for drunkenness again.  His body was found frozen in the ice beneath the P.W.&B. railroad bridge at Ninth St.  It was assumed he had been to the grocery store, as a loaf a bread and a bag of prunes were found scattered on the ice nearby.  A broken “club” nearby was thought to have been used by Mr. Hunt as a cane.  An inquest concluded that the death was accidental, and that Mr. Hunt was probably inebriated and fell off the bridge or jumped when he saw a train coming.
His entry is the index of deaths for Delaware says that he was born in Virginia, and was a widower, but neither fact could be confirmed by any official records.
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Coroner's Return of a Death.
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A MYSTERIOUS DEATH.

The Daad Body of a Colored Man Found
Near a Ruilroad Bridge, But There are
No Marks to Show That & Train Struck
Bim,

The dead body of Ferdinand Huat, a
colored man, about 60 years of age, was
found frozen stiff at about 6.30 o'clock
this morning on the ice just west of the
P., W. & B. railroad bridge ucross the
Brandywine, at Nioth street.

It had evidently been there for some
time, as the clothing was frozen fast in
the ice, where a perceptible impression
kad been made by the heat of the body.

There were several spots of congealed
blood directly under the head and
scattered about near the body.

A Lurried e¢xamination was made by
the bridgetenders, Thomas R. Lawson
and James Keefe, who failed to find any
evidence of violence, although a broken
club, presulably the handie of & broom,
was fouund near the remaing.

Noone saw the old man in the vicinity
of the bLridge last night, and no one
seems to know just how the fatality
occurred, It is the prevailing impression,
however, that Hunt, after a visit down
town, was on his way fo his home on
Peoples street, and that he was either
struck by a south-bound train or
jumped off to avoid being hit by one
that was approaching. Possibly he may
have lost his footing and fallen to the
ice, and death may have resulted from
concussion of the brain. The blood
which was seen around the body is sup-
posed to have come from the nose and
ears.

It is thought that a train either killed
him or he died from the effects of the
fail, and that the body ‘was frozen after
death.

The broken club that was found near
him i3 supposed to have been used by
him as a cane.

The old man had evidently been to a
store, as a loaf of bread and a burst bag
of prunes were about 10 feet from where
the corpse lay.

The theory that the old man was
murdered is not generally believed, as
no noise was heard by the bridgetender
last night that would give color to this
suspicion.

When the remains were found they
were put on a shifting train and brought
in to the morgue at French street sta-
tion, after which t ey were taken in
| charge by the coroner.





