	Landren Blannen (probably not an accurate rendering of his name) was a young, African American man who met his untimely death while traveling through Wilmington, Delaware as a “tramp” on the railroad.  Very little is known about him other than the circumstances of his death.  According to various sources, he was between 20 and 30 years old.  He was originally from Marion, North Carolina, and was on his way to find work in Philadelphia by hitching rides on the freight trains.  On October 27, 1893, he was gathered in the West Yard with five other tramps, three of whom were white.  They had gathered around a fire and an argument broke out.  One report says the disagreement was over who had “counted the most railroad ties in their tramp” – who had travelled the furthest.  Another version says it was over whether Mr. Blannen had contributed wood for the fire.  At any rate, words were exchanged, Blannen turned to leave, and one of the white men – never identified – shot him once in the back with a “self-cocking revolver” or pistol.  The other white men then intervened before more shots could be fired.
	The police were summoned, and the other tramps dispersed.  Mr. Blannen was taken to the Delaware Hospital with what was considered to be a relatively minor injury.  The police sent word down the train lines to Newark to be on the lookout for the shooter.  Despite a major effort to track him, the police lost him near Stanton, and he was never apprehended or identified.  The initial reports indicated that Blannen was expected to recover fully.  However, his condition deteriorated over the next several days and he died on November 2, 1893.  He was buried in the NCCH/Farnhurst Potter’s Field.\
	A coroner’s inquest was held but could only conclude that he was killed by a person unknown to the panel.  No trace of a young man named Landren Blannen could be found in either North or South Carolina, both of which have towns called Marion.  There was a man named Leander Blandon, but he survived into the 20th century.  
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Coroner’s Inquest was not able to identify person who fired the shot from a double-barreled self-cocking revolver.
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Called a Companion a Liar and Then the
Latter Sent a Pistol Ball Into His Back,
Landren Blannen, colored, aged 21 years,

was shot in the back by a white companien

at the west yard vesterday afternoon. Blan-
nen was a member of a gaug of five
trampe, three of whom were white. Thev
were holding and encampment just beyoad
the west yard and bad kindled a fireto
warm themseives. An altercation arcse
between the man who did the shooti

and Blannen, who said he had “counted”
more railroad ties during his tramp than
any member of the party. The white
tramp made some remark and the negro

c‘}rlit him a liar.
e former whipped out a self-cocking
revolver and fired point blank at Blannen,
who fell with a builet in his back. The
assailant was just about to empty the rest
of the chambers of his revolver into Blan-
nen's back, when his companions caunght
him and took the smoking weapon away
from him. He declared he would have
emptied his revolver into Blannen's back
if his friends had not interfered.
Immediately after the shooting the en-
campment of tramps dispersed. The
poiice were notified and removed Blannen
to the Delaware Hospital. Officers were
detailed to hunt the assailant down but
this morning had not succeeded in coming
up with him. Blannen is resting easy at
the Delaware Hospital and in all proba-
bility will recover.
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Two Wanderers Have a Quarre), in

Which One is Badly Injured. ,

Lying on a tot in the Delaware Hospital is |
Landren Blannen, colored, aged 26 years, of
Marion, N. C,, suffering with a wound in the
| back, mflicted by a tramp. Elaunen ia a

trawp and formed one of the party of wan-
derers camped at the West Yard. Yesterday
afternoon about 4 o'clock Blannen and a white
tramp had a quarrel over some trifling matter. |-

The white tramp pulled out a revolver and,

pointing it at Blanoen, pulled the trigger,

The revolver exploded and the bullet struck
Blannen in the back, just below the last rib.
The tramp that did “the shooting with two

| companions then left the scene and started
down the tracks of the P., W. & B. railroad
toward Newark.

Word was eent to the City Hall and the
| patrol wagon cailed and took Blannen to the
| bospital, Officers were immediately sent out
| to search for the tramp that did the sheoting.

Detective McVey went in a carriage to New-

port to head off the men. He followed them

through Newport, which place the trampe
passed through szbout 5 o'clock. Chief of

Police Dolan has telegrapbed along the rail-

road to look out for the man aud expects to

have the one who did the shooting in custody ]

by to day. I

At the Delaware Hospital it was learned
that Blannen was not seriously injured. The |
bullet could not be found and it is supposed
to be imbecded in the muscles of the back.
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BLANNEN MAY DIE,
His Condition Changes for the Worse at

the Delaware Hospital—-The Assailant |

Not Arrested.

Landren Blannen, the negro, who was
shot by a white tramp at the west yard,
Friday afternoon, during an altercation
in which some hot words were ex-
changed, is lying on a cat at the Dela-
ware Hospital and it .is feared he may
not recover. The ball entered the back
near the last rib. It was pot considered
a dangerous wound at the outset, bat
subsequently the inan's condition became
more alarming and there is a probability
he many not recover.

The police bave thus far failed te ap-
prehend the fugitive aseailant, although
word has been telegraphed far and wide
to intercept the would-be murderer.
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UNENOWN'S SHOT WAS FATAL.

Landren Blannen, the Colored Tramp
Wko Was Shot on Last
Friday, Dies,

Landren Blaonen, tha colored tramp who
was shot by an unknown mean at a poiut near
the old Delaware junction of the P., W &B
railroad on Friday last, died at tte Delaware
Hospital shortly after noon yesterday.

After the shroting Blaonen wag taken fo
the Delaware Hospital in the patrol wagop,
It was first thought that he was not badly -
jured, bus since Saturdsy he bas rapidly be-
come worse. %

Immediately after the shooting officers were
sent out on the track of the man who fired tie
shot, but they failed to come up with him
Detective McVey and Sergeant Welch secured
a cerrisge and followed the man &s far as
Sianton, where all trace of him was lest. It
is supposed that he tock refuge in a barn
until morning, when be escaped. Chief
Uol«n telegiapbed 1o all points aleng the P,
W. & B railroad, but his telegrams did not
aid in catching the murderer.

Blanren was irom Marion, N. C., and was
on the way to Poiladelphia to seek employ-
ment when shot. He came up to a fire
around which a number of tramps weresitting,
The man who did the shooting told Blanpen
to move on, as he bad pot put_any wood on

the tire. Blaonen replied that he had put
| wood on the fire, whereupon the white tramp
pulied a revolver and shot. Blannen was about
30 years of age. Deputy Coroner Palmer took
| charge of Blanten’s body and will begin an
| pruest to-day.
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