	William Jenkin Harris, Jr. was born in 1871 in Lykens, Pennsylvania and died in 1917 in Delaware.  His parents were [William] Jenkin Harris* (1827-1872), originally from Tredegar, Monmouthshire, Wales, and Mary Jane Simmonds Harris, originally from Bitton, Gloucestershire, England (1832-1883).  These two towns are about 65 miles apart, not that far for today, but it would be interesting to know how the two young people came to meet one another.  They were wed in 1853 in Monmouthshire, Wales, and had four children there before emigrating to the United States in 1863.  The elder (William) Jenkin Harris was a coal miner.  Coal mining was, of course, the major industry in the valleys of central and northern Wales, and many Welsh citizens emigrated to the coal mining areas of Pennsylvania in the 19th century.
	William Jenkin Harris, Jr. was born in 1871, in Lykens, about 41 miles from his later residence in Danville, Pennsylvania, just north of Harrisburg.  His father died in 1872, when he was less than 2 years of age, and his mother died in 1883, when he was 12.  He was the youngest of their five children.  His father died when he fell off a railroad bridge (see newspaper story in Word file), probably while intoxicated.
	We don’t know anything more about William’s life until his marriage to Anna Margaret “Maggie” Barr (1876-1949) on March 9, 1894 in Danville.  It was the first marriage for both; he was 21 and she was 18.  The marriage license points out that her father had given permission for her to marry.  William and Maggie’s only child, their daughter Helen Mildred Harris, was born on August 31, 1895.
	


*Note that “Jenkin Harris” is a not-uncommon name in Wales, and there was another person of this name living in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania the same time that “our” William Jenkin Harris, Jr. and his father Jenkin Harris were living near Danville, Pennsylvania.  Also note that there is no “s” on the end of Jenkin.  Jenkin, not Jenkins.

We do know that William enlisted in the military and served during the time of the Spanish-American War.  His military records indicate that he enlisted on May 9, 1898 in Mt. Gretna, Pennsylvania and was a private in Company D of the 13th Pennsylvania infantry.  His unit never saw combat.  A great history of the brief and inglorious history of the 13th can be found here:  https://www.spanamwar.com/13thpa.htm#:~:text=The%2013th%20Pennsylvania%20Volunteer%20Infantry%20was%20formed%20from%20the%2013th,service%20on%20May%2012%2D13
He was mustered out on March 11, 1899 in Augusta, Georgia.

According to descendants of Helen (his daughter), he abandoned the family, stranding Helen and Anna Margaret Harris in her hometown of Danville, Pennsylvania.  One guess from the family is that he didn’t really want to be responsible for any children.  It isn’t clear when this happened (what year), but his wife never heard from him again, and after 7 years  with signs of him, she had him declared dead.  In the 1910 census, Annie described herself as divorced.  She then went on to marry Walter Garfield Rishel, age 34, on April 6, 1914.  The newspaper announcement of the marriage lists her as Miss Anna M. Barr.  Walter Rishel’s obituary reads, in part:

“Walter Garfield Rishel, a well-known young man of this city, died at the residence of David A. Reese, Riverside, following a long illness of a complication of diseases at 10:30 o’clock Friday night.  Of Mr. Rishel it might be said that he was as highly esteemed as he was widely known.  For many years along with his father, the late Edward Rishel, he had charge of the McCormick Bus Line of this city.  Thus he came in close contact not only with our townspeople but also with the traveling public.  He was a man of pleasing personality, considerate and accommodating to a degree that is seldom attained by men of his calling.  He was never known to refuse a favor, if within his power to grant it. . . . . Mr. Rishel was ill for two years.  He put up a determined fight for life but from the first the odds were against him.  He bore his suffering uncomplainingly and as far as he was able he mingled with his fellow men with the same good spirits and optimism that characterized him when in health. . . . ”

Walter was only 38 when he died on April 22, 1918.  He and Maggie were married for only 4 years, and he was sick for the last 2 years of that time.  David A. Reese, at whose home he died, was Helen Mildred Harris’ husband.  Mr. Rishel’s Certificate of Death lists the cause of death as “Addison’s Disease,” which is an insufficiency of the adrenal glands, which can lead to a variety of health problems.
On December 17, 1918, Anna Margaret (Barr) Rishel married for the third time, to Robert Elmer St. Clair, who worked on and off at the Danville State (mental) Hospital.  Interestingly, Robert St. Clair was born in 1899, so he was 19 years old when he married Anna, who was 42.  There’s a story there, but we may never know it.  I could not find them in the 1920 census, either!
Anna herself died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1949, and Robert St. Clair died of a heart attack in 1955 at the Danville State Hospital.  Newspaper articles of his death say both that he had been employed as the state hospital for many years, and also that he was a resident there.  He may have been a “patient” or he may have been provided living quarters on the grounds of the hospital after his wife had died.  
More information about Helen Mildred Harris Reese, William Jenkin Harris’ daughter, and her descendants, is provided below.

So what happened to William Jenkin Harris after he left the military?  It isn’t clear when or why he deserted his wife and daughter, or where he was for most of the time between mustering out in 1899 and his death in Delaware in 1917.  We know that from 1915 to 1917 he was in and out of the U.S. National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in Hampton, Virginia.  His admission record notes that he lived in Washington, D.C. after his discharge from the military, and that he told the VA hospital he was divorced.
He apparently returned to his hometown of Danville, Pennsylvania in 1906, but not after that, and he did not keep in touch with any family or friends there, including his former wife and daughter.  When he died, no one in Delaware seemed to know him, so he was buried in the Farnhurst Potter’s Field.  Someone wrote to the Danville postmaster reporting his death, and an obituary was published in the local paper.

Helen Mildred Harris Reese and her descendants 

In the 1910 census Annie M. and Helen M. Harris are living in Danville, Montour County, Pennsylvania, Annie’s (Maggie’s) hometown, where her parents, the Barrs, were one of the original settler families.  Annie is listed as divorced, age 33, Helen is 14.  Annie is doing washing, Helen is working at “pairing” in a silk mill.   Annie has only had the one child, who is still alive.  The rest of Annie’s story is described above.
In the 1920 census for Berwick, Columbia County, Pennsylvania, we find David A. Reese, 28, wife Helen M., 23, and child David A. Reese, 2.5 (born in 1917).  The elder David is the superintendent at the silk mill!  He was 21 and she was only 17 when they married.  By the 1930 census for the town of Penn in Perry County, Pennsylvania, the household includes David Sr., 39, Helen, 34, and Arthur D. Reese, 12.  David Sr. is still working at the silk mill.
	In the 1940 census, both males give Arthur as their first name and the family is now living in Columbia, Lancaster County, Pa.  Arthur Sr. is 49, Helen is 44, Arthur Jr. is 22.  Helen finished two years of high school, and her son finished two years of college.  Arthur Sr. only completed the eighth grade.  Senior is now the “Superintendent of throwing at the silk mill” and worked 72 hours the previous week.  Junior is a salesman for a tobacco company, and also worked 72 hours the previous week.  For an explanation of “throwing silk” see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_throwing   David A. Reese, Sr. died in 1955.  
David Arthur Reese, Jr. served as a captain in the US Army during World War II.  In 1949, David Arthur Reese, Jr. married June Isabel Patton, and they had two children.  He worked at various executive positions with highway safety organizations, and eventually worked for 3M.  He died in 1985.  His two children included daughter Melinda Patton Reese-Antsaklis and son David Arthur Reese, III.  I have been in contacted with the daughter of Melinda Reese via FB, who kindly contributed family information about William Jenkin Harris.  Melinda earned a Ph.D. in Slavic Languages from Brown University and was employed as a faculty member in the department of Modern and Classical Languages at Notre Dame.     

Marriage of William J. Harris and Anna Margaret Barr
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Marriage of D. Arthur Reese, Jr. and June Isabel Patton, Daily News of Huntingdon, Pa., 6/14/1049
[image: Marriage of Patton / Reese - ]

U.S. National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938

	Name:
	William J Harris

	Admission Age:
	43

	Birth Date:
	abt 1872

	Birth Place:
	Lykens, Pennsylvania

	Enlistment Date:
	9 May 1898

	Enlistment Place:
	MT Grelma. PA.

	Discharge Date:
	11 Mar 1899

	Discharge Place:
	Augusta, Georgia

	Military Company:
	D

	Military Regiment:
	13 Pa Infty

	Admission Date:
	1915

	Residence Date:
	1915

	Residence Place:
	Hampton, Virginia, USA

	Notes:
	Roseburg Branch



That’s supposed to be Mt. Gretna, PA [not Mt. Grelma].  It’s about 40 miles from his hometown of Lykens to Mt. Gretna.

Details from the record of the National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938 for William J. Harris
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Obituary for William Jenkin Harris, Sr. (he died May 3, 1872), Harrisburg Telegraph, May 6, 1872

  [image: Larger memorial image loading...]

COD and obituary for William Jenkin Harris, Jr. 
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[image:  - ]  Danville Morning News, May 23, 1917


COD and obituary from 1949 for Anna Margaret “Maggie” Barr Harris Rishel St. Clair
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[image: Obituary for Anna St. Clair - ]  10/13/1949, Danville Morning News


Maggie’s second marriage, Wed 4/6/1914, Danville Morning News published notice 4/15/1914
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Walter Rishel’s obit Danville Morning News, 4/22/1918

[image:  - ]  Danville Morning News, 4/22/1918
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David Arthur Reese, Sr.’s obituary, Berwick Enterprise, 2/19/1955   

[image: Obituary for David A Reese - ]  


And another obit of Sr. from the Duncannon Record, 2/24/1955
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David Arthur Reese, Jr.’s obituary

[image: Arthur Reese]  Obituary from ancestry.com family tree, profile image, no citation



Marriage of David Arthur Reese, Jr. and June Isabel Patton,  1949 
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Obituary for Robert Elmer St. Clair, Danville Morning News, 8/29/1955

[image: Obituary for Robert E. St. Clair - ]  
[image: Obituary for Robert Elmer St Clair Elmer (Aged 56) - ]  The Morning Press, 8/26/1955
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Miss June I Patton of Harris-

Re|burg became the bride of D.
Arthur Reese, Jr., of Huntingdon
n.|at 11530 Friday morning, June 10,
71+ 1645 "She is the Gaughter of Mrs
E'1! Lois M. Patton of Harvisburg and
(| Monaca. Ar. Reese fs the  son of |
{r- | Mir. and Mrs, Arthur Reese Sr., of

rs. | Columbia and is employed at the

o), |Erismo Safety ~Corporation in
rs. | Huntingdon.

en| The ceremony took place n
" |silver  Springs Presbyterian
nd! Church. near Mechanicsburz. The
Ir. | Rev. Dr. J. Edward  Ardis of-
nd| ficiated. The couple was unat-
oe, | tended.

ith| The bride wore a_street-length
nd { dress of gray chiffon, with a hat

{of iridescent’ green straw and
|lavender accessories. She carried
a Colonial bouquet of lavender
and pale yellow mixed flowers

A breakfast was held at I 22,
|after which the couple left on

nd| trip to New York City, Cape Cod
me |and the New England States.

The bride, & graduate of Mona-
ca High School and Moravian Col

bie | lege for Women, Bethlehem, was

|emnplosed at the' Naval Supply
Depot., Mechanicsburg.

ws. | The bridegroom is a graduate of
the Harrisburg Academy and

m—| served five . years in the Army

| during World War I as a captain

| D. Arthur Reese, Jr., Weds
Resident Of Harrisburg

{ Reese will be at k

in the Ordnance Deartment. He
s now District Sales Manager of |
the Prismo Safety Coroporation
in Huntingdon.

In three weeks

Mr. and Mrs.
me to Uheir
friends at 525 Penn Street, Hunt-
ingdon. {

4-H CLUB FORMED
IN SMITHFIELD

The Smithfield 4-H Club, “You
Entertain.” organized June § at
0 ar the home of Mrs. Robert
S. Clark. The club elected to have
for the fist year of their two-
year project _ “Festive Family
Meals” and “Snacks,” the ~latter
being studied first. Smitnfield has
the only club of this _kind in the
county. 2
Blectlon of  officers
President,  Charlene
ice-president, Creta Sue Durn-
er; secretary, Geneva Hoover:
game leader, Norma Green: song
Jeader, Nancy Reihart: news re-
porter, Thelma Stuller.
Those present were: Miss Sarah
Keim, home economics instructor,
Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Brown, local

follows:
\Garman;

leaders; and the members _Char-
lene Garman and Ruth  Reihart
were unable to be present. Next
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UPPER END A FFAIRS.—We clip from
the Lykens Register the following :

Found Dead.—About seven o’clock
this mornin'f the body of Jenkin Harris,
an old resident of Wiconisco, between
forty-five and fifty years of age, was
discovered in Wiconisco creek, beneath
the railroad trestle bridge, on the Ly-
kens side. ’'Squire W. H. Kendall was
notified, and, acting as coroner, impan-
neled the following jury to examine the
hodly and inguire into the cause of death :
Josiah Bowman, Richard Walters, Geo.
Hawk, John C. Miller, Aaron Segner,
John Eilonerback. After a post-mortem
examination by Dr. W. C. Bmith, the
jury returned a verdict that deceased
came to his death by accidentally falling
through the bridge, and that no blame
attaches to the railroad company. The
jury, however, ‘“recommend, for the
safety of the public, that some means
be provided to prevent, as far as possi-
ble, the recurrence of such accidents, hiy
the construction of a railing on each
slde of the bridge.”” Nothing was found
on his person but a few beans, which
were evidently of different varieties and
obtained for “planting, as they were
wrapped in separate papers. Harris
wag & miner, and known as a quiet,
peaceable man, but subject to intoxi-
cating drink, which was the probable
cause of the fatal fall. His neck was
broken and a long deep gash was cut
across the back of his head. He leaves
a large family, in whose charge his body
wn:' Placed.

an Tema B DNuashan wha waa an
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FORMER RESIDENT DIES
AT HOSPITAL IN WILMINGTON

William J. Harris, a Moulder, Who
Will Be Recalled by Many People
Here.

Willlam J. Harrls, a former resi-
dent of Danville, died at the Delaware
Hospital at Wilmington, Delaware, on
Monday.

The decedent left Danville a gooa
many years ago. Ile was a machinery
molder, He was employed at the En-
terprise  Foundry; also at Curry &
Vannan's and at the Stove Works,

He is survived by a daughter, Mrs,
Arthur Reese of  Detrolt, Michigan,
Mrs. Walter Rishel, the mother of Mrs,
Reese and the wife of the decedent by
a former marriage, lives in Danville,

The news of the death which came
through a letter to the post master at
Danville, proved a great surprise, as
the exact whereabouts of the man and
the faet that he was ill was not known
to Danville people. IHis last visit to
Danville was about eleven years ago.

The decedent was a veteran of the
Spanish-American r, being a mem-
ber of Company D, Thirteenth Regi-
ment, of Sceranton,
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IMrs. Anna St. Clair
Dies In Bloom Hogpital

1
|4
OBT—MRS ANNA— P9iw- ‘

Mrs. Anna Margaret St. Clair, of
116 Ash Street, died in the Blooms-
burg Hospital at 1:20 this moring. )
She had been ill for the past two
months, having suffered a stroke |
and a patient in the Bloom sburg
Hospital for the past two weeks. H

Mrs, St. Clair was born in Dan- |
ville April 26, 1876, the daughter of |
Wilson-and-Emma Jean Barr.

The deceased was a meinker of
one of Danville’s pioneer families.

She had resided in York, Pa., for
the past seven years and had also
maintained her residence here at
116 Ash Street.

Surviving are her husband. Ro-
bert E. one daughter, Mrs. D. Ar-j
thur Reese of Columbia, Pa., one,
brother, W. Perry Barr, of Colum-
bia: one grandson, D. Arthur Reese
Jr.. of Huntingdon.

Funeral services will be heid at
the Thad S. Vincent Funeral Home
Sunday afternoon at 2 o’clock with
the Rev. Merrel Long officiating.

Interment will be in Odd Fellows
Cemetery.

Friends may call at the Funeral
Home Saturday evening 7 to 9.
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Wedded at St. Paul's Parsonage.

, Walter G. Rishel and Miss Anna M.
. Barr, both of Danville, were married
by Rev. E. H. Witman at St. Paul's
' Methodist Episcopal parsonage, Mon-
 day evening, April 6th.
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WALTER C. RISHEL |
- CLAIMED BY DEATH
|

The Weil-Known Former Busman Sue-

cumbs to a Complieation of

Diseases,

HE WAS ILL FOR TWD YEARS|

Member of Junior Order United Ame-|
rican Mechanics—Kindly Re- ‘
membered by Many. |

Walter Garficld  Rishel, w
known young man of this eity, died
it e Tesid of David A. Reese,
Riverside, fo i long illness of
1 complic cases at 10:30!

wreld

cly known. For many years
with his fatber, the late Edward R
he had charge of  the M'Cormick|
Bus line of this city. Thus he mmcl
in close contact with mot only our
townspeople but also with the travel-|
ing public. He was a man of pl
personality,  considerate and accom-
modating to a degree that is seldom
attained by men of his calling. He
was never known to refuse a favor,
if within his power to grant it. By the
army of traveling men moving back-

wrd and forward over the country he|
and affectionately re-|
membered,  while among our  own
townspeople beeause of his habits of
industry and fine social qualities he
was just us highly esteemed,

1l Two Years.

Mr. Rishel was for two year
He put up a determined fight for life
but from  the first-the odds were,
against him.  He bore his suffering un-
complainingly and as far as he was
able he mingled with his fellow men
with the same good spirits and op-
timism that charactes r«d him when
in health. Much of the time he was
able to he it until Thursd: of
last week, when he took his bed for
the last time, i

Mr. Rishel was a member of St.|
Paul's Methodist copal church.
He also belonged to the Junior Order
of United American Mechanics of this|
city

H sl ngen SO -BIELE yenrs s |
is survived by his widow and  his|
mother, Mrs. Edward Rishel of this'

is most Kindly

The funeral will take place from the
residence of David A, Re
verside, ut

Tntermént will be made in|
Odd Fellows' cemete
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Claim Paid.

The claim of Walter G. Rishel de-
ceased late a member of Danville
Council, No, 16, Jr. O. U. A, M. has
been paid by the National Council F.
B. D., to his dependent, Mrs. Anna
Margaret Rishel. Amount $500.00.
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'Deaths

: DAVID A. REESE, SR.
'| David Arthur Reese, Sr., 64,
| pioneer silk throwster, died Feb-
ruary 18 in a nursing home at
1 Mountville, where he had been a
lpatxent for the“past yvear. He was
a former resident of Duncannon.

Mr. Reese, a native of Harris-|

burg, was superintendent of thel
| Marietta Throwing Plant. He had
been affiliated with the silk in-
dustry for most of his life, start-|
ing as a young man with the S. A.|
Hartman Co., at Danville.

Mr. Reese was a member of
the Presbyterian Church; Lodge
No. 516, F. and A M., of Danville; |,
and the Zembo Shrine of Harris-|
burg. He was a charter member|
of the Berwick Kiwanis Ciub, one|
of the promoters of the Berwick|
Hotel and a director of the Boy|,
Scouts’ Camp Lavigne at Berwitk. |

Surviving are his wife, Helen

IM. Harris Reese; a sgn, D. Arthur, t
Huntingdon; four brothers, two |,
sisters and one grandaughter. 3

Funeral services were held at,
Columbia, with further ser\ices‘l
at the Thad Vincent Funeral Home |
in Danville. Burial was in the||
0Odd Fellows Cemetery, Dagville.

’ _
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‘Industrialist
Arthur Reese
is dead at 67

D. Arthur Reese Jr., 67, of 1701
‘Warm Springs Ave., Huntingdon died
unexpectedly early Thursday
evening, April 11, 1985 at his home.

Born Aug. 22, 1917 at Danville, he
was the son of David Arthur Sr. and
Helen (Harris) Reese. On Jume 10,
1949, he was united In marriage to the
former June ], Patton at Silver
Spring. &

His wife survives along with a
daughter and son: Mrs. P
(Melinda) Antsaklis of South Bend,
Ind. and David Arthur Reese I of
Hershey.

For 38 years, Mr. Reese was in-
volved in the highway safety in-

- dustries, In 1946 he joined Prismo
Safety Corporation in Huntingdon. He
resigned as vice president of Prismo
in 1871 to become vice president of
‘Energy Absorptions of Chicago. In
1976 he became presidént and chief
executive officer at Lake Asphalt and
Petroleum Company of Harrisburg.
He left thal position iu 1981 to become
a consultant to Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing of St. Paul, Minn. and
Signal Communications of Boslon,
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Funeral Services Held

For Robert E. St. Clair

Funeral services for Mr. Robert
Elmer St. Clair, a former employe
and resident at the Danville State
Hospital, were held at 2:30 p.m.
yesterday from the Thad S. Vin-
cent Funeral Home.

Rev. John A. Herritt, pastor of
the Trinity Methodist Church, of-
ficiated,

Interment followed in the Odd
Fellow’s Cemetery.

Pallbearers included John Hen-
dricks, Art Magill, Mike Everett,
John Burns, Donald McCormick
and Edward Linker.
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Robert Elmer St. Clair ‘
.
Dies Suddenl; At 56

Robert Elmer St , ffty-
six, collapsed and died in the cor-
ridor of the administration build-
ing at Danville State Hospital yes~
terday morning at twelve-thirty,

He had been employed at the i~
stitution since 1950,

The son of William T, and Eliz-
abeth Springer St. Clalr, he was
a native of Liberty township,
Montour county.

His wife preceded him in death
& year and a half ago,

Surviving are two half-sisters,
Mrs. Carrie Uttermiller of Dan-
ville and Mrs. Verna Steiner, Mil-
ton.

Funeral arrangements, in charge
of the Thad 8. Vincent funeral
home, Danville, will be announc-
ed later.
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