
William Johnson
	William Johnson was an African American man, single, aged about 40-45, who died from burns received when the “cabin” he was sleeping in caught on fire.  It was suspected that he had been smoking in bed.  Two other men also sleeping in the cabin managed to escape.  The cabin was located at Poplar and D Streets.  A Coroner’s jury ruled his death an accident.  His Certificate of Death states that he was born in West Virginia and worked as a laborer.  Alas, his name is too common for us to confirm any other information about him.  His COD indicates that the cabin was located in “the dumps.”  Currently, Poplar and D Streets in Wilmington do not intersect.
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[image: A close-up of a document

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Morning News, February 2, 1932
[image:  - ]  
2

image1.jpeg
-

63

e s e e e et e e A e

RETURN T0 THE PROPER LOCAL REGISTRAR

P
N
L 2

ry item of information should be carefully supplied. AGE should be stated EXACTLY. PHYSICIANSshould state CAUSE of

DEATH in plain terms so that it may be properly

MARGIN mzsnng@n BINDING
WRITE PLAINLY, WITH UNFADING IN:_~THIS IS A PERMANENT RECORD

<~
L 9

¢

% B-Eve

A

. L s A i ASmnd 23 M 80 EGIRMAGRND & s T

classified. EXACT stateizent of OSJGUPATION is very important.

(o )
rpiace oF pewm STATE OF DELAWARE

Y- .« A TATE BUARD OF HEALTHUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS
County Lodie sl SFevistiosnees W o o S SN DELAWARE il T bt il 3 6 0
Hundred .,........c0u00e T T T T L T LTy e N R 14 CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

Vilage, o d ST ke % 1932 e  Regintered No.....[. 13

OF lk‘ath occurred in a hospital
" 'nr Institution, give its NAME

City.. DT . J, : .%Vlrd . dohtmundnnmber)
- ’ .
FULL NAME.L)..! FAAAALL RTINS /;f

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS ¢. MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF’ D

k, 70 3
(Day (Year)

17. 1 HEREBY CERTIFY, That an Inquest was held upon the body
v,

16 DATE OF

6 DATE OF BIRTH

.."!..I.’;‘................-............, IQXI/......-. of the abpve named deceased on the , ..., . <. A L LA P ....day
. (Month) (Day) (Year) f
7 AGE o . If Tess than’

8 OCCUPATION

(a) Trade, Profession, o
particular kind of work

(b) General nature of Industry,
business, or establishment in
which employed (or employer)................ ssevone AR

Contributory
Secondmy
y /‘

......... P LTI TGN ......(Dulm&n 771 YT 4
gi/gp d)&lu\w .............................. M.conounn

11 BIRTHPLACE by,
e |" BF T(‘H'E o e A A (adarel08. L. LubdilSEL:. ST
t t
;| orme or Coumiry )_._________Lz__._____.__ ueStite the Disease Causing Desth, or, in deaths from Violent
8, afo njur, an whether () n
E % ’6‘# ?ggngﬁum Buicidal or Homicidal. L \ !
o

B g

18 LENGTH OF RESIDENCE (For‘qu.y’lals, Institutions, Tran-

13 gIBﬁHPLAOE sients, or Recent Residents)

OTHER

(State or Country) . At place In the ~/
- of death........, Y8, k.. mos,.,.... ds. State......... 11 TTTTPN mos...,.. 1
14 The ABOVE IS TRUB to the BEST of MY KNOWLEDGB | Where was disease contragted,
N oL
(Informant)... s \AAAE AN, SEEAAAA If not at place of death ?.,, AL ais Sy

(Address). .. .Y

------------------





image2.jpeg
SLEEPING NEGRD
BURNS T0 DEATH
I BLAZING CABN

Body of William Johnson
Found After Fire is Ex-
tmgmshed

ORIGIN IS UNKNOWN

David B. Ungaro Drags Paul
Smallwood From Shack at
D and Poplar

One negro was burned to death and
two others narrowly escaped from a
blazing cabin at Poplar and D streets
late yesterday afternoon.

The dead negro was William John-
son, 45 years old, who made his home

in the cabin. His charred body was
found lying upon a bed in the cabin
atter the blaze had been extinguished
by the others.

James Peoples, negro, who said he
is the owner of the cabin, tola the
police that he had left Johnson. to-
gether with ¥ iul Smallwood and
David B. Ung co, asleep in the cabin
while he went to a gasoline station on
Market street for water. l

One Rescues Companion

en he was returning, he said.
he saw smoke issuing from the win-
dows of the shack, and reached there
just as Ungaro emerged, dragging
Smallwood with him.

Ungaro said he had been sleeping
when the heat of the fire aroused
him and he found the place in
flames. Not knowing that Johnson
was there, he said, he picked up
Smallwood and dragged him out.
Ungaro said that he and the others
had been drinking.

He and Peoples tried to go back
into the cabin to rescue Johnson,
but were driven back by the flames. |
Taking water from the swamp, they
managed to -extinguish the blaze|
and going into the cabin, found
Johnson’s charred bedy.

Origin of Blaze Unknown

Ungaro said that he did not know
how the fire started. The badly|
charred condition of Johnson's chest,
however, indicated that he had been
smoking in bed.

Peoples notified Patrolman Smith,
who made an investigation. Deputy
Coroner Hirzel took charge of the
bedy.





